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Air Pollution in Europe: focus on cities 
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Air pollution: main urban emissions

Year 2021

Source: EEA’s Air pollution in Europe: 2023 
reporting status under the National 
Emission reduction Commitments Directive

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/national-emission-reduction-commitments-directive-2023
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/national-emission-reduction-commitments-directive-2023
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/national-emission-reduction-commitments-directive-2023


Air quality in Europe 2022: NO2

Source: Air quality statistics

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/air-quality-statistics


Air quality in Europe 2022: PM2.5

Source: Air quality statistics

https://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/dashboards/air-quality-statistics


Source: European city air quality viewer

The European city air quality viewer

https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/air/urban-air-quality/european-city-air-quality-viewer


Source: AIR003

Exposure of EU urban population in 2021

https://www.eea.europa.eu/ims/exceedance-of-air-quality-standards


Important burden of disease as mortality

In 2021, in Europe, mortality attributable to 
concentrations of PM2.5 above the 2021 WHO 
air quality guideline level of 5 µg/m3 was as 
follows:

253,000 attributable deaths in EU-27 (293,000 in 
40 countries)

2,584,000 years of life lost (2,936,000)

584 years of life lost per 100,000 inhabitants (618)

NO2 (>10 µg/m3): 52,000 attributable deaths in 
EU-27 (69,000 in 41 countries)

O3: 22,000 attributable deaths in EU-27 (27,000 in 
41 countries)

Source: Air Quality Health Risk Assessments

https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/datahub/datahubitem-view/49930245-dc33-4c47-93b8-9512f0622ebc


100,000 inhabitants)

Mortality is not the only impact of air pollution

Source: EEA, 2023

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/harm-to-human-health-from-air-pollution/harm-to-human-health-from


Source: ETC HE Report 2023/8

Trend analysis 2005 – 2021

NO2 PM2.5

https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-he/products/etc-he-products/etc-he-reports/etc-he-report-2023-8-long-term-trends-of-air-pollutants-at-european-and-national-level-2005-2021


Improvement also in the health impacts

Source: EEA’s indicator AIR007

https://www.eea.europa.eu/ims/health-impacts-of-exposure-to


© Andrei Marin, My City /EEA

Examples of implemented measures

© Vedad Ceric, My City /EEA

© Valentina Locatelli, My City /EEA

© Nikolay Bratovanov, Environment & Me /EEA

© Jose Daniel Monreal Godina, Environment & Me /EEA

© Dorela Aliaj, Environment & Me /EEA

https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/managing-air-quality-in-europe


Inequalities in the exposure to air pollution

Source: European environment and health atlas

Source: EEA’s indicator AIR009

https://discomap.eea.europa.eu/atlas/?page=Home
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/income-related-environmental-inequalities-associated
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/income-related-environmental-inequalities-associated?activeAccordion=


Clear narrative for people: the environment affects your health

Environment and Health Atlas

European environment and health atlas

https://discomap.eea.europa.eu/atlas/?page=Home


Making it personal: the “Check your place” widget

Environment and Health Atlas



Thank you for your attention!

Alberto González Ortiz 
Alberto.GonzalezOrtiz@eea.europa.eu
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